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THE  POLES  UNDER 
PRUSSIAN  RULE 

Lord  Denbigh's  admirable  propaganda  in  Parliament,  and  on 
the  platform,  has  greatly  helped  to  bring  home  to  Englishmen 
the  true  nature  and  scope  of  German  war  aims  in  the  East.  But 
there  is  a  point  in  connexion  with  this  problem  which  still  perhaps 
requires  to  be  explained,  the  question  of  Poland.  The  term 
Mitteleuropa  concisely  but  adequately  describes  the  nature  of 
German  Imperialistic  ambitions  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  : 
it  is  not,  however,  clearly  realised  that  a  restored,  united  and 
independent  Poland  would  be  the  end  of  such  ambitions.  Yet 
such  is  the  fact  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Poland,  with 
all  that  word  implies,  co-operating  with  all  those  other  nations 
whose  lot  is  bound  up  with  her  own,  is  the  sole  true  effective  and 
complete  answer  to  Mitteleuropa.  Poland  or  Mitteleuropa,  that 
is  in  reality  the  issue,  and  the  world  has  now  to  choose  between 
the  two. 

The  Polish  question  at  this  moment  presents  to  a  careless 
observer  a  somewhat  confused  appearance.  All  the  belligerent 
Powers  agree  that  the  restoration  of  an  independent  Polish  State 
must  be  one  of  the  conditions  of  a  settlement.  In  reality, 
however,  a  chasm  divides  the  two  camps.  The  Central  Powers 
propose  to  build  the  new  Poland  out  of  the  territories  taken 
from  Russia.  They  might  even  agree  to  add  to  this  new 
Polish  State  the  Polish  territory  belonging  to  Austria.  But 
they  are  inflexibly  opposed  to  the  surrender  of  the  Polish  terri- 
tories which  now  belong  to  Prussia.  On  this  point  Germany 
refuses  to  make  any  compromise  whatever.  The  Powers  of  the 
Entente,  upon  the  other  hand,  in  their  declarations  speak  of 
reuniting  all  Polish  territories.  The  reference  of  Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  on  the  7th  of  January  1918,  to  '  an  independent  Poland 
comprising  all  those  genuinely  Polish  elements  who  desire  to  form 
part  of  it,'  and  that  of  President  Wilson,  on  the  9th  of  January 
1918,  to  '  territories  inhabited  by  indisputably  Polish  populations,' 
cannot  mean  anything  else  than  that  the  Polish  territories  of 
Prussia  must  form  part  also  of  the  future  Polish  State.  Again, 
in  the  important  Note,  issued  by  the  Prime  Ministers  and  Foreign 
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Ministers  of  the  Entente  assembled  in  London,  and  published  in 
The  Times  of  March  19,  1918,  the  following  words  occur  : 

Why  waste  time  over  German  pledges,  when  we  see  that  at  no  period 
in  her  history  of  conquest — not  when  she  overran  Silesia,  not  when  she 

partitioned  Poland — has  she  exhibited  herself  so  cynically  as  the  destroyer 
of  national  independence,  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  rights  of  man  and 
the  dignity  of  civilised  nations  ? 

Poland,  whose  heroic  spirit  has  survived  the  cruellest  of  national 
tragedies,  is  threatened  with  a  fourth  partition ;  and  to  aggravate  her 
wrongs  the  devices  by  which  the  last  trace  of  her  independence  is  to  be 
crushed  are  based  on  fraudulent  promises  of  freedom. 

In  thus  speaking  of  Silesia  and  the  partitioning  of  Poland  by 
Frederick  the  Great,  the  Allied  Prime  Ministers  come  to  the 
very  root  of  the  whole  question,  the  future  of  the  Polish  territories 
seized  by  Frederick  the  Great  and  belonging  now  to  Prussia. 
Upon  the  future  of  these  territories  the  whole  Polish  question 
turns;  It  is  therefore  essential  to  form  a  clear  idea  upon  this 
subject  :  what  the  Polish  population  of  Prussia  actually  is,  and 
how  it  is  distributed. 

The  Polish  population  of  Prussia  is  distributed  over  four 
Prussian  provinces  :  (1)  Silesia,  (2)  Posen,  (3)  West  Prussia,  and 
(4)  East  Prussia.  Each  of  these  provinces  has  a  different  his- 
torical past,  a  different  social  structure,  and  a  different  racial 
percentage.  The  Germans  who  are  to  be  found  in  them  settled 
among  the  Polish  population,  which  had  inhabited  these  terri- 
tories, from  time  immemorial ,  in  different  numbers  and  at  different 
epochs.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  consider  each  of  the  four 
provinces  separately. 

(1)  Silesia 

Let  us  consider  first  the  Province  of  Silesia.  Here  the  actual 
number  of  the  Poles  is  larger  than  in  any  other  of  the  Polish 
provinces  of  Prussia.  Here  too  the  pressure  upon  the  Poles  has 
been  the  heaviest.  This  province  was  taken  from  Poland  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  and  is  divided  at  present  into  three  '  Kegen- 
cies.'  Two  of  these  Regencies  are  completely  Germanised.  As 
Polish  now  can  be  considered  only  that  part  of  Silesia  called  the 
Regency  of.Opeln,  i.e.  Upper  Silesia.  Even  in  this  part  the 
upper  classes  are  principally  German.  The  Germanisation  of 
Upper  Silesia,  which  had  always  maintained  its  Polish  character, 
began  immediately  after  Frederick  the  Great  seized  it  from 
Austria  in  1742.  The  means  employed  by  Frederick  the  Great 
to  Germanise  this  district  are  astonishing.  One  example  will 
suffice.  It  was  actually  verboten  for  people  to  marry  who  did 
not  speak  German.  German  policy  thus  brought  it  about 
that  the  upper  classes  lost  their  nationality  and  became  German- 
ised.   In  spite  however  of  all  the  efforts  of  Frederick  the  Great 
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and  his  successors,  the  peasantry  remained  Polish ;  and  from  this 
peasantry  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  there 
began  to  arise  a  Polish  bourgeoisie  and  professional  class.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  peasants  and  the  workmen  in  the  mines  and 
factories  continue  to  be  Polish  to  this  day,  and  have  defeated 
every  attempt  at  denationalisation.  According  to  the  German 
census  of  1910,  the  Germans  in  the  Regency  of  Opeln  formed 
40  per  cent,  of  the  population.  But  it  is  certain  these  figures  are 
exaggerated.  The  Germans  had  passed  a  Law  regarding  Public 
Meetings  which  permitted  the  use  of  Polish  only  where  Poles 
were  in  a  majority  of  over  60  per  cent.  Thus  the  figures  of  the 
census  were  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  level  in  order  to  suit 
the  administration  of  this  law.  But,  even  accepting  German 
statistics,  if  we  take  away  three  districts  on  the  German  frontier 
in  which  there  is  a  large  percentage  of  Germans,  in  the  remaining 
twenty-one  districts  the  Germans  form  but  33  per  cent,  of  the 
population — according  to  German  statistics  themselves.  Authori- 
tative Polish  statisticians,  however,  estimate  the  Germans  as 
forming  only  20  per  cent,  of  the  population.  In  the  year  1910 
the  actual  number  of  Poles  in  the  Eegency  of  Opeln,  according 
to  German  official  statistics,  was  1,258,000  ;  according  to  Polish 
statistics,  1,560,000.  This  population  is  composed  almost  entirely 
of  peasants  and  workmen.  It  is  a  genuinely  Polish  element, 
indigenous  to  the  country,  and  has  inhabited  this  territory  with- 
out a  break  from  prehistoric  times. 

(2)  Posen.    Total  Population  (1910)  2,099,831 

The  Province  of  Posen  contains  almost  as  many  Polish  inhabi- 
tants as  Upper  Silesia,  and  is  called  by  Poles  '  The  Grand  Duchy 
of  Poznan.'  Here  Polish  society  has  maintained  its  old  struc- 
ture. The  Polish  population  of  Upper  Silesia  consists  mainly  of 
peasants  and  workmen,  but  in  Poznan  there  is  a  Polish  landed 
nobility  and  a  large  Polish  professional  class.  Moreover,  in 
the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  strong  Polish  middle 
class  arose  in  the  towns.  The  Jews  have  emigrated,  as  from 
other  parts  of  Germany.  Poznania  is  to-day  the  only  part  of 
Poland  where  a  strong  Polish  middle  class,  occupied  in  trade  and 
small  industries,  exists.  The  northern  part  of  this  Province,  the 
"Regency  of  Bromberg  (Bydgoszcz),  was  annexed  to  Prussia  by 
Frederick  the  Great,  in  the  first  partition  of  Poland,  1772.  The 
systematic  Germanisation  of  this  district  was  inaugurated  by  him. 
He  seized  the  property  of  the  Polish  State  and  of  the  Church,  and 
planted  German  colonists  throughout.  After  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, Poznania  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  districts  on  the 
German   frontier)  was  incorporated  in  1807   into  the  Grand 
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Duchy  of  Warsaw,  but  was  given  back  definitively  to  Prussia 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna.  Soon  after  its  incorporation  into 
Prussia,  the  Germanisation  of  this  province  was  again  set  afoot, 
and  after  the  Franco-German  war  it  was  carried  on  with  redoubled 
energy  by  Bismarck.  The  German  Government,  under  his 
inspiration  and  guidance,  elaborated  a  drastic  programme  of 
Germanisation  :  it  founded  in  1886  the  Commission  of  Colon- 
isation, to  which  it  gave  enormous  sums  of  money  ;  it  Germanised 
the  schools  and  the  whole  administration ;  and  instituted  Laws 
of  Exception  which  culminated  in  the  notorious  law  for  the  com- 
pulsory expropriation  of  Polish  landed  property.  A  little  later, 
too,  in  1894,  at  the  instigation  of  Bismarck  though  now  in  retire- 
ment, was  founded  the  famous  political  society,  the  Ostmarken- 
verein ,  for  advancing  German  '  Kultur  '  among  the  Poles.  The 
members  of  this  Society  were  nicknamed  '  Hakatists,'  from  the 
first  letters  of  the  names  of  their  leaders,  Hansemann,  Kenne- 
mann,  and  Tiedemann.  In  spite,  however,  of  all  the  huge  efforts 
made  since  the  time  of  Frederick  the  Great  to  Germanise  it, 
Poznania  remains  to-day  a  strong  Polish  province,  and  the  Poles 
of  Poznania  are  perhaps  the  most  energetic  and  the  most  con- 
scious of  their  nationality  of  all  the  Poles  of  Poland. 

Until  the  year  1890,  no  reliable  statistics  of  nationality  existed. 
Only  the  statistics  of  religious  denominations  can  give  us  some 
insight  into  the  situation  before  this  date.  In  Poznania  nearly 
all  the  Catholics  are  Poles,  the  Germans  in  Poznania  being  almost 
entirely  Protestants.  In  1816,  65  per  cent,  of  the  population  of 
Poznania  was  Catholic;  in  1867,  62  per  cent. ;  in  1880,  66  per 
cent. ;  in  1890,  67  per  cent.  In  1890  the  first  reliable  statistics 
of  nationality  were  published  by  the  German  official  authorities, 
and  according  to  them  the  Germans  formed  39.5  per  cent,  of  the 
population.  In  1910  it  was  estimated  officially  at  38.4  per  cent. 
The  diminution  of  the  percentage  of  Germans,  which  runs  parallel 
to  the  increase  of  the  Poles,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  birth-rate 
is  higher  among  Poles  than  among  Germans. 

The  total  number  of  Poles  in  the  Province  of  Posen  is 
1,291,000,  or  61.5  per  cent.  These  are  German  official  figures, 
but  in  accepting  them  we  must  remember  that  the  German 
Government  has  many  means  of  influencing  Poles  who  are 
employed  by  the  Government,  or  by  German  proprietors  and 
employers,  to  inscribe  themselves  as  German  in  the  census. 
Authoritative  Polish  statisticians  reckon  that,  out  of  141,000 
persons  inscribed  as  'German  Catholics  '  in  the  census  of  1910, 
half  may  be  considered  Poles.  In  this  case,  the  Polish  population 
would  form  65  per  cent.  If,  moreover,  we  take  away  three  dis- 
tricts on  the  German  frontier  which  have  a  German  majority, 
this  percentage  would  be  very  greatly  increased. 
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A  change  in  political  conditions  would  make  a  further  differ- 
ence. Poznania  swarms  with  German  officials.  All  the  Germans 
connected  with  German  rule  in  Poznania,  who  are  almost  invari- 
ably imported  from  other  parts  of  Germany,  all  the  officials,  school 
teachers,  and  State  railway  employees,  all  the  '  Beamten  '  class, 
would  leave  the  country.  The  deduction  of  the  German  bureau- 
cracy from  the  statistics  of  Poznania  would  be  no  small  one,  and 
the  German  element,  which  is  at  present  largely  artificial  and 
imported,  would  be  reduced  to  its  natural  proportions. 

(3)  West  Prussia.    Total  population  (1910)  1,703,474 

The  greater  part  of  this  province,  formerly  called  Eoyal 
Prussia,  as  belonging  to  the  King  of  Poland,  was  annexed  by 
Frederick  the  Great  at  the  first  partition,  1772,  the  remainder  by 
his  nephew  Frederick  William  II  in  1793.  No  part  of  ancient 
Poland  is  so  necessary  to  Poland  as  this  province,  for  it 
is  here  that  Poland  has  access  to  the  sea.  The  whole 
sea-coast  from  Leba  to  Dantzig  is  inhabited  by  Polish 
fishermen  and  farmers  who,  despite  all  oppression,  have  not 
lost  their  national  character.  After  annexing  it,  Frederick, 
seeing  its  immense  importance  to  Prussia,  made  every  effort 
to  Germanise  the  country.  There  were  already  a  considerable 
number  of  German  colonists  here,  established  in  old  times 
by  the  Teutonic  Knights  and  by  German  monasteries.  But  the 
Poles  formed  the  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and  Frederick 
set  to  work  to  Germanise  them.  This  effort  has  been  continued 
by  all  his  successors  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  Germanisation  of  this  territory  is  more  advanced  than 
that  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Poznan.  The  Germans  are  con- 
vinced that  West  Prussia  is  an  issue  greater  even  than  Posen  in 
the  battle  between  Germans  and  Poles  :  perhaps  the  supreme 
question  in  the  struggle.  West  Prussia  means  for  Poland  access 
to  the  sea.  Germany  intends  to  block  that  access  to  the  sea  at 
any  cost.  If  she  lost  West  Prussia,  her  control  on  Poland  would 
be  gone,  and  the  Baltic  would  cease  to  be  a  German  lake. 

According  to  German  statistics  of  1858,  the  Germans  formed 
69  per  cent,  of  the  province  of  West  Prussia.  In  1890,  64.7  per 
cent. ;  in  1910,  64.5  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  Poles  in 
West  Prussia  is,  according  to  German  official  statistics,  604,000. 
Here  also  Polish  statisticians  reckon  that  a  number  of  Polish 
Catholics  have  been  inscribed  as  German,  and  they  estimate  the 
Poles  as  forming  42.5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 

To  show  the  general  unreliability  of  German  statistics  in  regard 
to  this  province,  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  the  fact  that  in  the 
year  1890  the  official  statistics  gave  the  number  of  Poles  as  34.4 
per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  voters  for  Polish  candidates  to  the 
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Keichstag  on  a  basis  of  universal  suffrage  as  39.5  per  cent.  Yet 
it  is  certain  that  no  Prussian  ever  voted  for  a  Pole.  The  contrary 
is  more  often  the  case,  as  there  are  sometimes  Poles  insufficiently 
acquainted  with  politics  or  so  intimidated  by  oppression  as  to 
vote  for  a  Prussian. 

If,  however,  we  deduct  from  this  province  certain  districts 
on  the  German  frontier  where  Germanisation  has  been  greatest, 
the  rest  of  the  province  would  have  a  Polish  majority.  The  dis- 
tricts with  decisive  Polish  majorities  cover  60  per  cent,  of  the 
territory  of  the  whole  province. 

(4)  East  Prussia.    Total  population  (1910)  2,064,175 

This  province,  formerly  called  Ducal  Prussia,  was  in  the 
Middle  Ages  inhabited  by  the  m Prussians  or  Borussians,  a  race 
akin  to  the  Lithuanian.  These  Lithuanian  people  were  the 
original  inhabitants.  In  the  thirteenth  century  they  were  still 
pagan,  and  were  continually  making  aggressions  upon  Poland. 
In  1226  Conrad,  Duke  of  Massovia,  a  fief  of  Poland,  took  the 
fatal  step  of  applying  for  assistance  against  them  from  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights.  This  Order,  founded  in  1190  for  the  defence  of 
Christianity  and  its  propagation,  but  confined  to  persons  of 
German  nationality,  accepted  the  invitation.  It  set  foot  in 
Prussia  in  1231,  but  understood  its  evangelical  mission  in  a 
peculiar  way.  The  conversion  of  the  heathen  and  the  extermin- 
ation of  the  heathen  were  to  them  synonymous  terms.  They 
offered  the  natives  Germany  or  the  sword,  and,  working  in  close 
cooperation  with  the  German  merchants  of  the  Hanseatic 
League,  succeeded  by  1283  in  Germanising  almost  the  whole  of 
East  Prussia  from  the  Vistula  to  the  Niemen.  The  savagery  of 
these  German  Knights  roused  protests  even  in  the  Middle  Ages. 
Eoger  Bacon,  the  famous  Oxford  Franciscan  friar,  who  died  in 
1294,  wrote  of  them  in  his  Opus  Majus,  part  III.  chapter  13, 
quoted  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Little  in  his  interesting  book  Studies  in 
English  Franciscan  History,  as  follows  : 

The  Saracens  and  pagans  in  many  parts  of  the  world  are  becoming  quite 
impossible  to  convert ;  and  especially  beyond  the  sea,  and  in  Prussia  and 
the  lands  bordering  on  Germany,  because  the  brethren  of  the  German  House 
(i.e.  The  Teutonic  Knights)  ruin  all  hopes  of  converting  them  owing  to  the 
wars  which  they  are  always  stirring  up,  and  because  of  their  lust  of 
domination.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the  heathen  nations  beyond  Ger- 
many would  long  ago  have  been  converted  but  for  the  brutality  of  the 
brethren  of  the  German  House,  because  the  pagan  race  has  again  and  again 
been  ready  to  receive  the  faith  in  peace  through  preaching.  But  they  of 
the  German  House  will  not  allow  it,  because  they  want  to  subjugate  them 
and  reduce  them  to  slavery,  and  by  subtle  persuasions  they  have  for  many 
years  deceived  the  Roman  Church.  This  is  notorious,  otherwise  I  would 
not  make  the  charge. 
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Such  men  were  the  spiritual  ancestors  of  the  German  Com- 
mission of  Colonisation.  They  were  the  Hakatists  of  the  Middle 
Ages;  and  many  of  the  Prussian  Junkers  of  to-day  are  lineally 
descended  from  members  of  this  Order. 

In  place  of  the  exterminated  Prussians,  the  province  was 
colonised  by  Germans  in  the  north ;  by  Lithuanians  in  the  east ; 
and  by  Poles  in  the  south.  When  the  Poles  defeated  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights  at  Griinwald  in  1410,  the  Poles  and  Lithuanians 
together  formed  about  half  the  whole  population.  There  were 
a  number  of  Polish  nobles  in  the  province,  and  a  large  Polish 
population  in  the  towns.  In  1525  a  great  event  took  place  in  the 
history  of  the  Teutonic  Order.  The  Grand  Master,  Albert,  a 
Hohenzollern,  became  a  Lutheran,  married  a  daughter  of  the 
King  of  Denmark,  and  was  invested  by  the  King  of  Poland  with 
the  secularised  and  hereditary  Duchy  of  East  Prussia.  His  son, 
Duke  Albert  Frederick,  succeeded  him,  but,  born  an  imbecile,  his 
imbecility  soon  developed  into  insanity,  and  the  succession  passed 
to  the  Hohenzollerns  of  Brandenburg.  East  Prussia  remained  for 
a  long  time  a  fief  of  the  Polish  Crown,  for  which  the  Dukes  did 
homage,  but  in  1660  the  Dukes  threw  off  their  allegiance  to 
Poland,  and  acquired  sovereign  power.  Not  long  after,  in  1701, 
the  reigning  Duke  crowned  himself  at  Konigsberg  as  the  first 
King  in  Prussia — West  Prussia  was  still  Polish — and  became  a 
sovereign  European  prince.  From  that  date  the  Hohenzollerns 
began  to  expel  the  Polish  element,  and  systematically  to  encourage 
German  immigration. 

The  Poles  form  at  present  17  per  cent,  of  the  total  population 
of  the  province.  They  are  concentrated  mainly  in  the  southern 
portion  along  the  frontier  of  Bussian  Poland  :  the  Kegency  of 
AUenstein  or  Olsztyn.  The  majority  of  these  Poles  are  Protes- 
tants, and  they  are  the  object  of  unceasing  attempts  at  German- 
isation  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

The  total  number  of  Poles  in  East  Prussia  is,  according  to 
German  statistics,  just  over  a  quarter  of  a  million,  260,000. 

These  Poles  live  in  a  compact  body  in  the  south  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  Mazuria,  a  district  full  of  lakes,  made  famous  by  the 
fierce  battles  in  1914. 

Although  the  percentage  of  Poles  in  East  Prussia  is  small,  two 
facts  must  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  :  (1)  The  province  of  East 
Prussia  is  economically  dead,  being  cut  off  from  its  Polish  hinter- 
land. It  is  more  sparsely  inhabited  than  any  other  province  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Prussia;  there  are  only  144.1  inhabitants  to  the 
square  mile,  while  in  Westphalia  there  are  528.6  ;  (2)  Owing  to 
Prussian  laws  of  exception,  the  German  majority,  in  this  com- 
paratively desert  land,  is  largely  artificial.  No  Pole  is  allowed  to 
settle  in  East  Prussia.      Here,  as  in  all  the  Polish  provinces  of 
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Prussia,  permission  from  the  Government  must  first  be  obtained 
to  build  a  house.  Needless  to  say,  in  the  case  of  a  Pole  such 
permission  is  never  given.  But  if  East  Prussia  were  connected 
with  its  natural  hinterland,  and  if  Poles  and  Lithuanians  were 
allowed  freejy  to  settle  there,  it  would  probably  become,  from 
purely  natural  and  economic  causes,  a  thriving  province,  with  a 
predominantly  Polish  and  Lithuanian  population. 

The  same  applies  with  still  greater  force  to  Dantzig  in  West 
Prussia.  Dantzig  was  forcibly  annexed  by  Frederick  William  II 
in  the  Second  Partition  of  Poland,  1793.  It  is  at  present  a  small 
decayed  town  of  150,000  inhabitants.  Its  trade  has  been  deliber- 
ately killed  in  favour  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen.  If  Dantzig  were 
restored  to  Poland,  there  is  no  reason  why,  in  fifty  years'  time, 
as  the  chief  Polish  seaport,  it  should  not  become  a  city  of  a  million 
inhabitants. 

To  sum  up.  The  total  population  of  the  four  above-mentioned 
provinces  in  1910,  according  to  official  German  statistics,  was 
6,554,755.  Out  of  this  total,  3,421,965  were  Poles;  3,062,725 
were  Germans.  Reliable  Polish  statisticians  estimate  that  the 
Polish  figures  are  560,000  short  and  that  the  Poles  number  almost 
exactly  4,000,000,  out  of  a  total  population  of  6,554,755.  In  the 
event  of  these  provinces  passing  under  Polish  rule,  and  taking 
into  account  the  departure  of  German  officials  and  persons  con- 
nected with  the  German  Government,  who  number  5  to  6  per 
cent,  of  the  population,  the  percentage  of  Poles  in  these  provinces 
— i.e.  (1)  The  Regency  of  Opeln,  or  Upper  Silesia,  (2)  The  Pro- 
vince of  Posen  (without  certain  Germanised  districts  in  the  west) , 
(3)  West  Prussia  (without  certain  Germanised  districts  in  the 
west),  and  (4)  The  Regency  of  Allenstein  (Olsztyn)  in  East  Prussia 
— would  amount  to  70  per  cent. 

This  is  almost  the  same  percentage  as  that  of  the  Czechs  in 
Bohemia  and  Moravia. 

We  thus  see  from  all  this  that,  in  the  question  of  the  Polish 
population  in  Prussia,  we  have  to  deal  with  at  least  4,000,000 
Poles,  settled  compactly  on  a  territory  on  which  they  form 
70  per  cent,  of  the  population. 

The  question  of  these  four  million  Poles  is  therefore,  even  if 
we  regard  their  number  alone,  a  highly  important  one.  Their 
number  is  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  Kingdom  of  Serbia  before 
the  War,  not  far  short  of  the  population  of  Bohemia,  much  greater 
than  that  of  Norway,  and  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Sweden.  The 
liberation  of  these  Poles  from  Prussian  rule  would  in  itself,  even 
if  no  other  question  were  involved,  be  one  of  the  greatest  achieve- 
ments of  the  War. 

But  there  is  much  more.    It  is  not  a  question  of  these  Poles 
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forming  a  separate  State.  Their  claim,  just  in  itself,  is  part  of 
a  greater,  but  a  simpler  problem.  The  Poles  of  Prussia  are 
striving,  not  merely  for  their  liberation  from  the  iniquity  of 
Prussian  rule,  but  for  unity  with  their  brethren.  All  that  they 
demand  is  to  be  reunited  with  their  brother  Poles  in  one  great 
independent  State.  From  the  point  of  view  of  number,  the 
Poles  occupy  the  sixth  place  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  just 
below  the  Italians  and  above  the  Spaniards,  and  the  State  they 
would  form  would  comprise  at  least  35  million  people.  Now  the 
Poles  of  Prussia,  like  all  the  Poles,  aspire  to  a  United  Poland. 
Such  is  the  one  supreme  desire  of  every  Pole ;  and  as  the  Union 
of  Italy  and  her  liberation  from  Austrian  domination  was  the 
greatest  achievement  of  the  nineteenth  century,  so  the  Union  of 
Poland  may  be  the  greatest  of  the  twentieth. 

It  is  almost  impossible,  I  think,  for  an  Englisnman — difficult 
even  for  an  Italian — to  realise  what  the  union  of  Poland  mearns 
to  a  Pole.  The  Poles  have  had  not  one  oppressor  only ;  they 
have  actually  had  three.  To>  be  ruled  by  one  alien  Government  is 
a  sufficient  evil.  It  is  a  greater  to  be  partitioned  among  three. 
By-  the  partition,  family  life  in  Poland  is  severed  and  torn 
asunder  :  members  of  the  same  family  may  be  Prussian,  Austrian 
or  Eussian  subjects,  subjected  to  different  laws  in  regard  to  the 
very  constitution  of  the  family  and  society  itself.  By  the  parti- 
tion, brothers  and  cousins  may  fight  their  own  relatives  in  three 
different  armies.  By  the  partition,  trade  among  Poles  is  checked 
and  hindered  :  they  are  divided  by  the  high  walls  of  three  different 
tariffs.  On  the  deepest  grounds,  social,  military,  and  economic, 
the  Poles  aspire  to  the  political  unity  and  independence  of  their 
nation. 

Some  men,  however,  raise  the  question — Surely  it  would  be 
sufficient  if  two  parts  of  Poland  were  united  and  the  third  left 
out?  Cannot  the  Poles  be  content  with  a  little  Austrian  Poland, 
under  some  Hapsburg,  to  which  Eussian  Poland  or  part  of  it 
may  be  added  under  the  same  aegis?  The  partitions — say  these 
men — shall  be  undone  :  Eussia  and  Austria  shall  renounce  their 
annexations,  their  share  in  the  old  plunder  :  Prussia  alone,  who 
initiated  the  partitions,  and  who,  under  Frederick  the  Great,  was 
the  chief  author  of  the  murder  of  Poland,  shall  keep  her  posses- 
sions/ The  Pole  is  asked  to  renounce  Prussian  Poland,  to  betray 
his  compatriots,  and  to  be  content  with  a  Poland  formed  out  of 
her  Austrian  and  Eussian  provinces  alone. 

Such  a  renunciation  is  impossible.  What  would  an  English- 
man think  of  an  England  partitioned  among  Prussia,  Austria,  and 
Eussia?  Would  he  think  it  sufficient,  or  be  content,  if  two  parts 
of  England  recovered  their  independence,  while  the  third  part — 
the  south,  the  oldest  part  of  England,  the  heart  of  England,  Kent 
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and  Wessex — remained  in  the  possession  of  Prussia?  What 
would  the  unity  and  independence  of  England  be,  if,  while  two- 
thirds  were  reunited,  London  and  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
remained  in  German  hands?  No  Englishman  would  be  content. 
Nor  will  a  Pole.  For  if  the  Thames  means  much  to  an  English- 
man, as  the  Seine  to  a  Frenchman,  the  Vistula  means  yet  more 
to  a  Pole.  It  is  Poland's  greatest  and,  in  a  deep  sense,  her  only 
river,  with  which  the  most  intimate  associations  of  her  history 
are  bound  up.  It  is  Polish  through  and  through,  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth.  Both  Cracow — the  Oxford  of  Poland — and  War- 
saw, her  capital,  lie  upon  its  banks.  At  the  mouth  of  it  stands 
Dantzig.  Now  Dantzig  is  to  Poland  what  London,  as  England's 
chief  port,  is  to  England,  and  it  is  impossible  for  Poles  to  rest 
content  while  access  to  the  sea  is  blocked  to  them,  and  Dantzig, 
their  historic  seaport,  remains  in  German  hands. 

But  if  the  complete  reunion  of  Poland  is  necessary  on  general 
grounds,  if  it  is  the  heart's  desire  of  every  Pole  to  see  the  end 
of  Prussian  rule,  the  complete  reunion  of  his  country,  with  access 
through  his  own  great  river  to  the  sea,  there  are  two  special 
reasons  why  the  union  of  these  four  million  Poles  with  the  rest 
of  Poland  is  indispensable. 

First,  Poznania  is  the  cradle  of  the  Polish  race.  Poznan  is 
just  as  dear  to  a  Pole  as  Krakow  or  Warszawa.  In  addition  to 
the  social,  economic,  and  military  reasons  for  union  spoken  of 
above,  there  are  the  traditions  of  history.  Sentiment  plays  no 
small  part  in  politics,  and  there  exists  a  sentiment  which  a  great 
French  writer  has  finely  called  le  culte  des  morts.  Poznania  is 
sacred  soil.    It  is  the  land,  where  our  ancestors  lie  buried. 

Again,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Poles  of  Prussia 
number  among  them  some  of  the  most  energetic  members  of  the 
Polish  race.  The  general  level  of  education  is  high.  There  are 
no  illiterates  among  them.  There  is  a  strong  middle  class,  and 
the  Polish  peasants  on  these  territories  are  the  best  agriculturists 
of  Poland.  It  is  unthinkable,  for  these  reasons,  that  the  Poles 
of  Prussia  should  be  left  under  Prussian  rule,  or  debarred  from 
union  with  their  brothers  in  one  great  Polish  State.  But  there 
is  a  further  consideration.  Of  all  Poles,  among  the  Poles  of 
Prussia  the  consciousness  of  nationality  is  widest  spread. 

There  is  a  well-known  story  of  a  Polish  Deputy  who,  visiting 
one  day  the  cottage  of  a  Polish  peasant  in  Prussia,  saw  a  portrait 
of  Bismarck  on  the  wall.  '  Are  you  an  admirer  then  of  Bis- 
marck?' asked  the  Deputy.  'Yes,'  said  the  peasant.  'I  owe 
Bismarck  much.    It  was  Bismarck  who  taught  me  to  be  a  Pole.' 

Prussian  persecution  has  not  been  without  its  natural  effect. 
The  oppressive  laws  of  Prussia,  from  the  time  of  Frederick  the 
Great  down  to  Bismarck,  the  Commission  of  Colonisation,  and 
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the  affair  of  Wreschen,  have  had  but  one  result  :  they  have  sharp- 
ened and  intensified  the  national  resistance.  The  Poles  of 
Prussia  are  to-day  the  most  Polish  of  the  Poles.  Ground  by  the 
teeth  of  wild  beasts — to  them  may  surely  be  applied  a  famous 
saying — they  have  become  some  of  the  purest  members  of  the 
Polish  nation. 

As  Mr.  Geoffrey  Drage,  in  his  address  to  the  Koyal  Statistical 
Society,  March  1918,  admirably  said  : 

Perhaps  the  efforts  of  Marcinkowski  to  educate  a  professional  and  com- 
mercial middle  class,  and  those  of  Wawrzyniak  and  Jackowski  to  build  up 
an  economic  imperium  in  imperio,  an  internal  commonwealth  or  peasant 
republic  of  co-operative  institutions,  as  the  foundation  of  a  future  Polish 
State,  would  have  failed,  had  not  Bismarck  in  a  moment  of  supreme  folly 
laid  hands  on  the  national  religion  and  the  national  language  and  per- 
manently estranged  the  Polish  people.  .  .  .  The  Kulturkampf  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  stern  schooling,  continued  with  a  vast  iand  vain  expenditure 
to  expropriate  the  Polish  landowners,  large  and  small,  which  has  left  the 
Prussian  Poles  the  soundest  economic  Polish  unit.  ...  If  Prussian  Poland 
may  be  called,  as  I  have  elsewhere  termed  it,  the  heel  of  the  German  Achilles, 
it  is  also  the  one  solid  foundation  which  the  European  Powers  can  give  to 
the  new  Polish  State.  .  .  .  It  is  the  stern  rule  of  the  Prussian  schoolmaster 
and  the  tyranny  of  the  Prussian  administrator  and,  Prussian  drill-sergeant 
which  have  fitted  the  Prussian  Poles  to  lead  their  fellow-countrymen  and 
head  the  flowing  Slav  tide,  which  has  been  for  decades  slowly  but  surely 
advancing  into  the  German  Empire.  Moreover,  of  all  Polish  lands,  German 
Poland  has  suffered  least  in  population  and  in  wealth  in  the  Great  War, 
and  is  best  suited,  economically  and  otherwise,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  new 
Government. 

We  have  so  far  looked  at  the  matter,  the  complete  reunion 
of  Poland,  from  a  purely  Polish  point  of  view — the  desire  of  the 
Poles  for  unity.  We  may  conclude  by  looking  at  the  matter 
under  a  larger  aspect.    Is  it  in  the  interest  of  Europe? 

In  order  to  answer  this  question  we  must  first  consider  what 
precisely  the  inclusion  or  non-inclusion  of  these  territories  in  the 
future  Poland  means  in  regard  to  the  real  independence  of  the 
country.  If  these  territories  were  restored  to  Poland,  and  dis- 
annexed  from  Prussia,  Poland  would  be  strong.  She  would  have 
a  real  political  and  economic  independence.  With  coal  from  her 
coalfields  in  Silesia,  she  could  build  up  her  own  industries.  With 
her  seaport  Dantzig,  her  trade  with  England  and  other  countries, 
which  was  great  in  the  past,  would  no  longer  be  throttled  by 
Germany.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  territories  should  be 
left  in  Prussian  hands,  and  Prussia  be  allowed  to  keep  her  share 
of  the  partition,  if  the  wrong  done  by  Frederick  the  Great  be 
left  unrighted,  Poland,  shorn  of  one  third  of  her  territory,  without 
coal  for  her  industry  or  access  to  the  sea,  and  surrounded  by 
German  military  outposts,  would  be  weak.  Her  independence 
would  be  a  sham.    Nominally  independent,  at  least  in  regard  to 
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two  thirds  of  her  territory,  under  some  Hapsburg  Prince,  she 
would  in  reality  be  a  mere  dependency  of  Berlin. 

Our  choice  then  lies  between  a  strong  Poland,  strong  and  self- 
sufficing  by  the  inclusion  of  her  Prussian  territories,  and  a  weak 
Poland,  weak  by  the  incompletion  of  her  unity.  Which  is  in  the 
interest  of  Europe,  a  weak  Poland  or  a  strong?  The  question 
may  be  put  in  other  terms.  A  strong  Poland  means  an  indepen- 
dent Poland,  able  to  take  an  independent  line  in  foreign  policy. 
A  weak  Poland  means  a  German  Poland,  wholly  subordinate  to 
Germany  and  German  influence,  a  mere  extension  of  the  German 
Empire.  Which  is  in  the  interest  of  Europe,  a  German  Poland 
or  an  independent  Poland? 

It  should  be  carefully  noted  that  there  is  no  dispute  between 
the  belligerent  Powers  as  to  the  necessity  of  reconstituting 
Poland.  All  alike  have  promised  the  restoration  of  Poland.  The 
whole  controversy  turns  upon  the  nature  of  that  restoration,  and 
in  particular  upon  the  question  of  the  Prussian  provinces  : 
whether,  in  other  words,  the  new  Poland  should  be  strong  or 
weak,  independent  or  German.  This  is  the  real  issue.  Now  it 
is  manifestly  in  the  interest  of  Europe  and  Great  Britain  that 
Poland  should  be  strong  and  independent. 

We  touch  here  upon  the  old  question  of  the  Balance  of  Power. 
If  the  Polish  territories  of  Prussia  are  left  in  Prussian  hands,  and 
if  as  a  consequence  the  new  Poland,  nominally  independent,  is 
in  reality  simply  a  dependency  of  Germany,  the  power  of  Germany 
will  be  enormously  increased.  Poland,  instead  of  acting  as  a  barrier 
against  the  German  '  Drang  nach  Osten,'  would  form  simply  a 
bridge  for  new  expansion  to  Eussia  and  the  Balkans.  She  would 
be  simply  part  of  the  German  Mitteleuropa  system,  which  means 
the  domination  by  Germany  of  the  whole  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe  from  Berlin  to  Constantinople,  and  to  the  Suez  Canal. 

Now  it  is  certain  that  the  domination  of  Europe  by  any  single 
Power  is  in  the  interest  neither  of  Europe  nor  Great  Britain. 
That  attempt  was  frustrated  by  Great  Britain  in  the  case  of 
Philip  the  Second,  and  in  those  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  and 
Napoleon.  For  precisely  the  same  reasons  the  domination  of 
Europe  by  Germany,  under  the  name  of  Mitteleuropa,  cannot  be 
tolerated.  It  is  easy  to  deride  the  Balance  of  Power,  or  the  anti- 
quated phrases  of  diplomacy,  but,  if  we  look  into  it,  we  see  that 
this  phrase  means  nothing  less  than  the  security  of  the  British 
Empire  and  the  maintenance  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The 
domination  of  Spain,  the  '  Continental  System '  of  Napoleon,  the 
'  Mitteleuropa '  of  modern  Germany,  are  all  forms  of  the  same 
idea,  the  domination  of  Europe  by  a  single  Power,  against  which 
Great  Britain  has  ever  fought,  and  which,  in  conjunction  with 
her,  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  all  free  nations  to  resist.  A 
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German  Poland  means  the  destruction  of  the  Balance  of  Power, 
the  destruction  with  it  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  a  danger 
in  the  end  to  the  security  of  the  British  Empire. 

Consider,  on  the  other  hand,  what  an  independent  and  com- 
pletely reunited  Poland  would  mean  to  Europe. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  of  Prussia  would  be  broken,  and, 
with  the  breaking  of  Prussia,  Germany  would  cease  to  be  an 
Imperialist  aggressive  Power.  Prussia  rose  to  power  upon  the 
ruins  of  Poland.  The  destruction  of  Prussian  militarism  and 
the  restoration  of  Poland  are  synonymous  terms. 

Secondly,  the  Baltic  would  cease  to  be  a  German  lake. 
Poland  on  the  sea  at  Dantzig  would  spell  the  freedom  of  the 
Baltic,  and  the  Scandinavian  States,  Denmark,  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  Finland,  would  recover  a  real  political  and  economic 
independence. 

Lastly,  the  whole  question  of  Mitteleuropa  would  be  changed. 
Too  much  stress  is  sometimes  laid  on  Mitteleuropa  in  its  nega- 
tive aspect.  Too  little  attention  paid  to  the  question  on  its 
positive,  constructive  side.  But  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that 
Mitteleuropa  must  be  combated.  We  must  put  forward  an  alter- 
native, a  new  and  better  plan,  more  conducive  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe  and  the  interests  of  the  Entente.  The  corner-stone  of 
such  a  plan  is  a  united  and  independent  Poland  with  access  to 
the  sea  at  Dantzig.  In  close  alliance  with  a  free  and  independent 
Bohemia,  including  all  the  Czechs  and  Slovaks,  and  using  the 
same  port  Dantzig ;  with  a  greatly  increased  Serbia,  uniting  all 
Yugo-Slavs  under  her  aegis  ;  with  Italy,  her  unity  completed,  and 
her  security  attained  upon  the  Adriatic ;  with  a  new  and  greatly 
extended  Roumania  including  within  her  territory  all  the  Rou- 
manians at  present  separated  from  her;  and  with  a  free  Greece, 
free  from  German  domination— such  a  belt  of  States  would  form 
an  unbreakable  barrier  against  German  aggression ;  and  instead 
of  a  bureaucratic  despotism  under  German  control,  called  Mittel- 
europa, Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Black 
Sea,  and  from  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Adriatic,  would  become  the 
home  of  free  peoples.  These  names  alone  ring  true,  and  are  a 
sufficient  answer  in  themselves,  with  all  their  manifold,  rich 
historic  meaning,  to  the  bare  geographical  despotic  term  of 
Mitteleuropa. 

Even  the  Magyars,  and  the  Bulgarians,  deprived  of  German 
support,  might  no  longer  consent  to  throw  in  their  lot  with 
Berlin. 

Such  is  the  difference  in  its  consequences  between  an  inde- 
pendent and  a  German  Poland.  An  independent  Poland,  com- 
pletely re-united,  with  her  Prussian  territories  restored,  means 
the  end  of  Prussian  militarism,  and  the  breaking  of  the  aggres- 
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sive  force  of  Germany.  It  means  the  freedom  of  the  Baltic. 
And  instead  of  a  German  Mitteleuropa,  Poland  would  form  the 
corner-stone  of  a  free  Europe.  Poland,  or  Prussia?  Freedom  or 
Mitteleuropa?  Europe  must  choose;  and  surely  no  Englishman 
will  do  otherwise  to-day  than  pursue  the  old  policy  of  Canning. 

But  if  the  division  of  power  in  every  sphere  is  indispensable 
to  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  if  the  concentration  of  power  in 
a  single  hand,  call  it  Mitteleuropa  or  by  any  other  name,  is  fatal  to 
the  interests  both  of  Europe  and  the  British  Empire,  if  the  unity 
and  independence  of  Poland  with  access  to  the  sea  at  Dantzig  is 
essential  to  the  equilibrium  and  liberty  of  Europe,  there  is  yet 
another  reason  why  the  inclusion  of  these  four  million  Poles  in 
Poland  is  an  interest  of  Europe.  The  supreme  need  of  Europe 
after  this  War  is  for  a  stable  and  a  lasting  peace.  Now  if  the 
rights  and  aspirations  of  these  four  million  Poles  are  thwarted, 
one  of  the  roots  of  a  new  war  will  be  left  in  Europe.  If  the 
injustice  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna  is  repeated,  from  which 
Europe  is  suffering  to-day,  a  new  war,  in  no  long  time,  will  burst 
forth  again.  Let  us  remove  such  a  danger  now  by  a  complete 
and  not  a  partial  settlement.  We  cannot  afford  to  tinker  with 
these  questions.  The  complete  reunion  and  independence  of 
Poland  with  access  to  the  sea  at  Dantzig,  while  it  would  form 
the  corner-stone  of  national  liberty  throughout  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe,  would  also  be  the  surest  guarantee  of  a  just 
and  lasting  peace. 

We  talk  much  to-day  of  a  League  of  Nations.  But  it  is 
necessary  to  distinguish.  A  League  of  Nations  may  be  either  a 
good  thing  or  an  evil.  Peace  cannot  be  imposed  by  force  :  it  must 
be  based  upon  justice.  A  peace  based  upon  force  alone,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  justice,  is  simply  the  consecration  of  iniquity  and  revolts 
the  human  conscience.  Europe  does  not  want  a  repetition  of  the 
Congress  of  Vienna,  which  stifled  nationality  in  Europe,  and  does 
not  need  to  be  reminded  that  the  Holy  Alliance  was  founded  to 
impose  by  force  and  to  perpetuate  the  iniquitous  decisions  of  that 
Congress.  A  League  of  Nations,  devoted  like  the  Holy  Alliance 
of  1815  to  imposing  injustice  on  the  world  by  force,  calling  it 
peace,  would  be  a  moral  abomination.  The  Holy  Alliance  of  the 
past  was  in  the  main  an  alliance  between  three  Powers  to  keep 
down  Poland,  to  perpetuate  the  iniquity  of  the  partitions.  We 
do  not  want  a  new  Holy  Alliance,  call  it  a  League  of  Nations  or 
by  any  other  name,  if  it  is  founded,  like  the  last,  upon  the  dis- 
memberment of  Poland. 

Peace  must  be  based  upon  justice.  It  may,  or  may  not,  be 
true  that  perpetual  peace  is  but  a  dream,  that  war  can  never 
be  wholly  eliminated  from  this  planet.  If  that  be  so,  it  is  all 
the  more  necessary  for  statesmen  and  nations  to  extirpate,  so  far 
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as  in  them  lies,  the  roots  of  war,  to  seek  for  a  just  settlement 
which  shall  not  deride  the  rights  and  aspirations  of  the  nations. 

Injustice  has  ever  been  the  fruitful  source  of  human  misery ; 
nor  can  any  human  being  estimate  the  amount  of  misery  caused  to 
Europe  by  the  crime  of  Frederick  the  Great.  Upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  Poland,  Prussia  rose,  and  we  may  date  this  War  from  her 
partition. 

If  that  crime  be  now  undone,  and  if  a  new  League  of  Nations 
be  formed,  based,  not  like  the  old  Holy  Alliance  upon  the  Parti- 
tion, but  upon  the  Union  of  Poland,  such  a  League  would  be 
blessed  by  all  mankind,  and  afford — for  the  Polish  is  perhaps  the 
most  central  of  all  European  questions — the  surest  guarantee  of 
future  peace. 
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